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Route 5 of Seizing our Destiny is  
recommending to the charter review 
committee to propose to City Council the 
creation of a Commission on Sustainability 
to be incorporated into the City’s Charter 

Other cities have taken similar steps for a 
commission's creation

The establishment of a commission and its 
incorporation in the charter will cement 
Riverside’s position of regional leadership 
while maintaining a defined role and taking 
the city to new heights 

9-2



Encinitas

Huntington beach

Palm Springs

La Mesa

Sunnyvale

Sacramento
o Regional
o Surrounding cities 
o Municipal utility

Burbank
o Reasonably applicable
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Similarities:
o Municipal Utility
o Previously had a 

taskforce
o Multiple departments 

involvement
o Good attendance
o Two council members’ 

participation

Differences:
o Smaller community (100K 

nighttime)
o Day time population 

doubles (200K daytime)
o Housed in Public Works
o Behind our initiatives
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Six residents
o No particular jurisdiction

Three members at large
o Resident or non-resident
o Member of real estate or,
o Member of business community or,
o Member of faith

Seven non-voting members
o Planning board, utilities, school, airport, 

chamber of commerce, youth board

Similar layout but not consistent with 
Riverside's commission structure
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Other Commissions are not in Charter

Some cities do not have any 
commissions in their charter
o Most are not relevant to our situation

Ours shows FULL commitment to the 
purpose

Calls on Riverside to maintain its 
leadership role

Ensures the drive and initiative

9-6



Started in 2005
o Clean and Green Taskforce
o Sustainable Policy 

Statement

First Green Action Plan
o 34 of 38 initiatives complete
o Monitored by the Green 

Accountability Performance  
Committee (40 members)

Why Riverside is Different

Recognition and Partnership with the 
Department of Conservation
◦ Second Green Action Plan
◦ First Emerald City
◦ “Greenest of the Green”
◦ Broader Focus
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Riverside’s floor is every other city’s ceiling

Other cities’ commissions on sustainability 
are not 100% applicable to Riverside in 
either format or scope

Different and more difficult challenges 

Progressive city looking at the economic 
advantages (beyond simple solutions)

Requires advisory commission providing 
input to City Council and collaboration with 
community groups
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Green is increasingly the only “good” story
o Future of U.S., California and County economies

It is why we are here – Seizing Our Destiny 

Economic development activity

Relocation incentives – ED Rate

National League of Cities showcase

Newsweek – Top 3 “Can-Do” Cities  

Popular Science Magazine – Green Cities

Earned recognition and attention that 
would go missing if not permanently 
incorporated 
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Seizing Our Destiny 
showcases the 
community’s vision 
for the future of 
Riverside and 
highlights our next steps 
toward this goal

Riverside promotes an 
outstanding quality of life for 
all through intelligent growth
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A Commission continues Riverside’s role as a leader

Currently, GAP Committee only serves at the 
pleasure of the Mayor 

Charter integration results from community approval 
and support, rather than the uncertainty of elected 
officials

Commission formalizes sustainability into the 
City’s DNA

Continues innovation and recognition 

Establishes purpose, relation to other commissions 

Other commissions/staff may be asked to participate 
for input and insurance of no overlap

An opportunity to showcase the community’s 
sustainability vision for the future of Riverside
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Consistent with 
other Riverside 
commissions

o Seven members, one 
from each ward

o Two at-large members

Compliant with 
Sec. 800–805 
in the City Charter

Commission will 
define:

o Additional members
o Number of meetings
o Chair and vice-chair

Mayor LoveridgeDirector Luther
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Purpose:

Formally integrate years of city and community 
efforts

Update and make recommendations to City Council 
on matters of sustainability as it pertains to matters 
of city economic, environmental and regional 
advantage.

To monitor and update the progress of the City’s 
Green Action Plan

Act in an advisory capacity to the City Council to all 
matters regarding the further integration of 
sustainability into the community

Maintain regional leadership as a destination for 
businesses and residency
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Great businesses do things 
differently and look at 
environmental as well as economic 
factors 

-Harvard Business Review 
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The First Commission of the 
21st Century for Riverside

The Commission’s existence is not based on 
political prerogatives but is instead engrained 
into the City’s culture led by the community

The Commission will seize the opportunity to 
plan for the future and provide the full 
commitment for long term economic and 
environmental sustainability

The Commission will earn recognition and 
attention that would go missing if not 
permanently incorporated 

An opportunity to showcase the community’s 
sustainability vision for the future of Riverside
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December 2011
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The Commission on Sustainability would 
advise the Mayor and City Council on matters 
of sustainability as it pertains to environmental 
stewardship, economic development, and 
regional advantages as a means of pursuing a 
higher quality of life.
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The powers and duties of the Commission 
shall be as follows:

o To act in an advisory capacity to the City 
Council on all matters pertaining to 
sustainability, environmental 
mitigation/enhancement, and sustainable 
economic development;

o To assemble information on issues and their 
solutions for sustainability through all 
available means including public hearings;
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o To be empowered on its own initiative to 
make recommendations to the City Council 
on all matters within its purview;

o To act to facilitate coordination between 
existing and proposed programs for 
community and economic sustainability;

o To carry out such studies as may be 
assigned to it by the City Council; and,

o To, from time to time, report to the Mayor 
and City Council its findings.
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Nothing contained in this section shall be 
construed as vesting the Commission, or any 
member thereof, with supervisory powers over 
the actions or duties of City employees or the 
operations of City Departments, or other 
Boards or Commissions
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Seizing our Destiny Route 5: 
Commission on Sustainability

Justin Scott- Coe
(909) 238 - 6199
jscottcoe@earthlink.net

Robert Stockton
(951) 782 - 0707
rstockton@rickengineering.com
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